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CHARACTERISTICS 


PROPHECIES, &c. 


I HERE are ſome who apprehend that the prophecies are incon- 
ſiſtent with human Reaſon, and therefore, as the works of deluſion, 
they reje& them altogether, | 

There are others, who believe them to be the genuine offspring 
of inſpiration ; but they are not deſigned to give us any ideas of ma- 
| ny important future events. If any one preſume to think, that by 
/ the prophecies he can calculate the time of Chriſt's ſecond advent, 
within fifty or an hundred years, thay ſay it is all a vain and idle 
conjecture; for of that day and hour knoweth no man &c. but we 
ſuppole day and hour here are to be taken literally, and therefore, is 
no evidence that the time of that event is not deſcribed and pointed 
out in the prophecies ; and that we cannot form a rational conjec- 
ture about the time of that advent. But even if it were to be taken 
in the ſenle they contend for, it might have been revealed after the 
time our Saviour {pake thoſe words. And we find Rev. 1, 1, The 
Tevelation .* Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto him, to ſhew unto 
| | his ſervants things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs. And the ſecond 
advent of Chriſt is one of thoſe things: BzxuoLD I cout QuickLy. 
Theſe obſervations are made, not with an expectation of removing 
any deep rooted prejudices, but with a view of vindicating a differ- 
ent opinion. | | 
Before we proceed to the particular ſubject in'view, we ſhall make 
a few remarks on two volumes, entitled: ** Illuſtrations of Phophecy, 
\ in the courſe of which are elucidated many predittions which occur 
in Iſaiah or Daniel, in the writings of the Evangeliſts, or the book of 
Revelation, and which are thought to foretell, among other great 
events, a revolution in France, favourable to the intereſts of man- 
kind, the overthrow of the papal power, and of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, 
the downfall of civil deſpotiſm, and the ſubſequent melioration of the 
ſtate of the world,” | 
That ſomething good may be derived from the French revolution 
is a poſſible caſe ; but whether their intentions are better, than thoſe 
of the {ſons of Jacob, who maliciouſly ſold their brother, remains to 
be proved. That the ſtate of the world will be meliorated by the 
French revolution, is more than I can believe. The idea appears to 
me to have no foundation in prophecy. The author lays, © in truth, 
ſo many ſcriptural interpreters have apprehended a revolution in 
France to be predicted by the apoſtle, that 1 am fearful of exhauſting 
[the readers patience, by an examination of the names. ; 
It has been maintained in England and Scotland, in Holland and 
France, for above k century and an half, Univerſally will it be granted 
to carry the greater weight, becauſe it is grounded on the lame paſ- 
ſage, upon a portion of the 11th c. of the apocalypſe.” | 


- 
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The paſſage is, The ſame hour there was a great earthquake, and 
the tenth part of the city fell, by which tenth part is to be under- 
ſtood, one of the ten kingdoms into which the great city, Romiſh 
Babylon was divided. This, many take to be the kingdom of 
France,” 

The prophetic narrative reſpecting the witneſſes in the 11th c. is 
evidently in the nature of an epilogue, This obſervation properly 
attended to, renders any referrence to the French Monarcy or Re- 
Public, ,extremely improbable, The evident anacroniſm, we truſt, 
will be ſufficient to ſet aſide the application of thoſe words, either 
to the Monarchy or Republic of France. | | 

This epilogue is placed between the 6th and 5th trumpets ; and 
immediately follows the hiſtoric view given of the tranſactions under 
the bth trumpet. It is not an epiſode or digreſſion from the main 
ſubje& ; for John having given a hiſtoric view of the tranſaction of 
temporal powers, under the 6th trumpet : in the epilogue he repre- 
ſents to us, the ſtate and ſufferings of Chriſtians under the ſame pow- 
er ; and ultimately their triumphant deliverance from their enemies. 

In the 5th and 6th trumpets, John evidently gives us a hiſtoric 
view of temporal powers, and their tranſactions in the eaſt. Before 
he entirely leaves them, he makes this epilogue which by every rule 
of conſtruction, ought to have ſome connettion with that which pre- 
cedes it ; and cannot with propriety be referred to powers, which 
have not as yet been mentioned, and are not introduced till after 
the ſounding of the 7th trumpet, Ir is extremely improbable that 
83 ſhould, in this place and connection introduce a power, which 

y the confeſſion of all, he does not deſcribe, before we arrive at 
the 1gth c. where we find a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns 
crowned, one of which horns, it is generally agreed, intends the 
French Monarchy. The epilogue naturally ſuggeſts this idea to us, 

That it is John's laſt addreſs to the Chriſtians in the eaſt ; after which, 

he commences and carries on a hiſtory of the tranſactions in the 
weſt. The 5th and 6th trumpets, in connection with the 11th ©, 

lainly furniſh this hiſtoric view : Firſt, John in the th trumpet 
introduces Mahomet and the ſaracen power, which laſt, was, in about 
three hundred years nearly annihilated, Second, in the 6th trumpet 
he introduces four extraordinary powers, which by ſome are ſuppoſed 
to conftitute the Ottoman power : but moſt probably intend 

Mahmud the Gaznevide, Togrul Beg, Zingis Khan, and 'Tamerlane ; 
becauſe the very extraordinary tranſactions of theſe powers, may 
induce us to believe, that they are noticed in prophecy ; and becaule 
it preſerves the thread of John's hiſtory, without any anacroniſm. 
The laſt of theſe powers came down below the deſtruftion of the 
ſeven churches in Aſia, which happened a little after the year 1269. 
The epilogue had in view ultimately the comfort and conſolations of 
the churches in the eaſt : They are aſſured of 1260 years preſervation : 
for the witneſſes no doubt intend the true chriſtians in thole churches ; 
they are allo plainly informed of the complete deſtruftion of thoſe 
churches ; and of the ftern ſeverity of the miniſters of vengeance, 
who would not ſuffer their dead bodies to be put in graves, I cannot 
find that the Greek word mnema here uſed, ever means a common 
graye ; and if it does not, the tranſlation gives a larger meaning, than 
that contained in the Greek. John {urther informs us, that after 
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three days and an half, the witneſſes ſhould live again, Theſe days . 
n have no doubt a prephetic meaning, and as John is in the days of } 
the ſeven trumpets, which include a period of 1260 years, three days | 
and an half will be 63 years: the great event therefore referred to, e 
muſt happen about the year 1890. That ſuch an event as the reſur- 
rection of the witneſſes, will happen then, or near about that time, 
we have the moſt clear and fſatisfatory evidence from Daniel and 
John. It is to be collected from Daniel as follows: The ſeven times 
that were to paſs over Nebuchadnezzar, I take tv be prophetic ; and 
conſequently intend 2520 yeers. And from the riſing up of Alexan- 
der the great, to the cleanſing of the ſanctuary, there are to be 2300 
years; and from the riſing up of Mahomet, to the end of the Ma- 
hometan deluſion 1260 years. Theſe ſeveral periods end in the year 
1890, and are all that we find in Daniel that may be called preciſe 
periods, In John we have only one precile prophetic period, which 
is inthe 11th c. where it is ſaid, that the holy city ſhall be trodden | 
a under foot forty two months, or 1260 years. And the thread of the ; 
diſcourſe is a ſufficient evidence, that the gentiles deſignate the 
Mahometan deluſion. 

Another part of John's deſcription is, that there was a great earth- 
quake, and the tenth part of the city fell. If the tranſlation had ſaid 
no more than the Greek, it would have been, And the tenth of the city 
fell. And whether a tenth part, or tenth head of the city is intend- 
ed, requires mature conſideration ; for the conſtruction will be dif- 
ferent, according as the one or the other is adopted. The term, 

/ * tenth, does not neceſſarily oblige us to include in the term, city, ten 
kingdoms in Europe. The word city may be uſed in a more exten- 
five ſenſe ; and the word tent, may be ſo uſed as to be expreſſive of 
the whole of the city : it may be, and ſometimes is uled integrally. 
God has in his wiſdom ſeen fit to repreſent to us under the image of 
a man, ſeveral diſtin& parts of a great city; among which, Babylon 
was the head of gold. There can be no doubt but John has reffer- 

| rence to this great image, when he ſays, five are fallen &c. If this be 
+ A the mode of computation, nine parts having previouſly fallen, when 
the tenth falls, the whole falls. We may ealily reckon up nine parts 
of the great city as follows : Babylon, Perſia, Macedonia, the Ro- 
man Commonwealth, Imperial Rome, the eaſtern and weſtern Em- 
pires, ſeven in number. The ten horns are reprelented as growing 
out of the head of the foregoing powers, are cotemporary with eacn 
other, and are to be reckoned colleQively as but one, which is an 
eighth head, The ninth is the Mabometan power. The tenth and 
laſt part may be ſuch a ſtate of ſociety, as has been exhibited to 
us in France, fince 1789. This laſt ſtate of mankind is repreſented 

as exceeding all the other parts in wickedneſs, The charatteriſtics 
of it, point out anarchy and confuſion, bloodſhed, and great political 
animoſities and diviſions, as abounding when God {hall come to 
judge the world for its extreme wickedneſs; and the time of this 
coming muſt be in the tenth and laſt part of the great city. 

And in the earthquake were ſlain of men {ſeven thouland ſome 
tranſlate, ſeven thouſand names of men were flain, but the Greek 
conveys neither of theſe ideas: The Greek word chiliades, tranſlited, 
thouſand, is a ſubſtantive, and neceſſarily takes a genative after it. 
The tranſlation ſhould be as follows: and in the earthquake thou- 
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fands of men were ſlain to whom belonged ſeven names, which re- 
fe:s us to the deſtruttion of the beaſt having ſeven heads, in which 
the others we apparently included, John does not leave his Chriſ- 
tian friends in the eaſt, till he has exhibited to them the end of ty- 
rannical power and their glorious triumph over their enemies, in a 
happy reſurrection, after a period of 6go years, 

The French. as well as all the other nations of the earth, may expe- 
rience the effects of the great earthquake, yet it is plain to me that 
they are not particularly referred to by that paſlage, 

We now proceed to point out where we apprehend the French 
Republic is exhibited in the prophecies, and the characteriſtics will, 


we truſt, apply themſelves naturally, and without any violence done 


to them, to that power, 

We find the paſſage in Daniel qth, qth. as follows: 

After this I faw in the night viſions, and beheld a fourth beaſt 
dreadful, and terrible and ſtrong, exceedingly &c. and it had ten 
horns. I conſidered the horns, and behold there came up among 
them another little horn, before whom there were three of the firft 
horns plucked up by the roots, and in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth {peaking great things, Then I would 
know the truth of the fourth beaſt, &c. and of the ten horns that 
were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom 
three fell, even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that ſpake 
very great things, whole look was more ſtout than his fellows. 

I beheld and the ſame horn made war with the ſaints, and prevailed 
againſt them, until the ancient of days came, and judgment was given 
to the ſaints of the malt high; and the time came that the ſaints poſ- 
le ſſed the kingdom. Thus he faid &c. the ten horns out of this king- 
dom, are ten kings that ſhall arile, and another ſhall ariſe after them 
and he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt (the leptuagent renders the 
laſt words, he ſhall exceed all before him in wickedneſs) and he 
ſhall jubdue three Kings; ana he ſhall ſpeak great words againſt the 
moſt high, and ſhall wear out the ſaints of the moſt high, and ſhall 
think to change times and laws; and tney ſhall be given intohis hand, 
until a time, and times, and the dividing of time; but the judgment 
ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his dominion to conſume and de- 
ſtroy it unto the ens, | | 

I am ſenfible that ſome commentations have endeavored to ſhew 
that the Papal power is difignated by this little horn; and ſo it ap- 
peared to me formerly: but I could never find any three horns, or 
powers, that the Pope had deitroyed : nor could 1 lee that the Papal 
power aroſe after the ten horns, it is moſt probably one of them, and 
it aroſe before the others. | \ 

The char;6tereftics of the little horn are, 

1. He is to plvck up three horns by the roots, x 

It may be impoſlible for the moſt accurate critic in the Hebrew, to 
decide poſitively, that the trar:lation ſhould not have been, a horn for 
« little time, in ſtead of a little horn, it is not defcribed as little in point 
of {ize or ſtrength; but as more powerful than any of the ten horns, 
We find the Roman commonwealth called a little horn, Dan. 8. g. 


And out of one of them {that is of the four notable ones into 
which Alexander's empire was divided) came forth a little horn, 


which waxed excecdingly great toward the South, and toward the 
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Eaſt, and toward the pleaſant land. The conſtruction may be, that in 
the beginning the horn was little; but in proceſs of time, it waxed 
exceeding great, But whether the horn ts to be long lived or not, muſt 
be collected from a conſideration of other paſſages. That the French 
Republic, was little in- the beginning, compared with the numerous 
foes ſhe had to contend with, is a matter of public notoriety, If the 
little horn, as we ſuppoſe, intends the French Republic, the 
queſtion is, what three horns has it plucked up by the roots. The 
anſwer is, the French Monarchy, the ſeven United Provinces, and 
the Republic of Venice, At preſent the queſtion ſeems to be 
ſufficiently anſwered by the actual ſtate of thele three powers; but a 


little time may throw greater light upon this queſtion, 
2 He has eyes like the eyes ef man. 


N 


This charaRtereſtic, deſignates the great number and vigilence of 


thoſe employed in the adminiſtration of the government. Zenophon 
ſays, that Cyrus diſpatched a great number of officers into various 
parts of his dominions ; and that they were called the eyes of Cy- 
rus, - 

3 His looks are to be more ſtout than his fellews. | 

By his fellows, cotemporary powers are plainly intended : and 
this third mark is now a prominent feature in the French Repub- 
lice, | 

4. He is to make war with the ſaints, and to prevail againſt them, 
until the ancient of days comes. 

Whether this is to be in fact, a war of extermination, or a public, 
and profeſſed hoſtility, conſiſting in an oppoſition by words, and 
deſſeminating principles, and ſentiments avowedly antichriſtian, may 
be a queſtion, The latter mode probably tends more directly to 
deſtroy Chriſtianity, than real perſecution: and is therefore a more 
efcQual mode of warfare ; both kinds of warfare have been carried 
on by the power referred to : of which many of the Roman Catho- 
lic clergy * experience, have witneſſed. The warfare is to laſt 
until the coming of the ancient of days, not to regenerate, but utterly 
to exterminate the power. If this coming intended only ſpecial 
and inviſible communications of the holy ſprrit, no period of time 
can be pointed out when God has not in this way viſited his ſaints : 
conſequently ſomething elſe muſt be intended by this coming: it 
muſt mean a way in which he had not come before : and therefore a 
perſonal coming. 


5 He is to exceed in wickedneſs or hatred all thoſe that have 
been before him. 

Our tranſlation has, he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt, The 
Hebrew may have this meaning, and it alſo has the former: and 
as the ſeptuagent has choſen the former meaning, it is moſt pro- 
bably the true ſenſe, There is no impropriety in applying this 
character to the power we are treating of; it may however in procels 
of time be more evident, 

6 He is: to 2 great words againſt the moſt high. 


This character applys literally. Atheiſm has been openly and 
publicly avowed. TP 


7. He is to wear out the ſaints of the moſt high. | | 
This muſt continue«to be the effect, whilſt the preſent principles 
prevail in the French Republic, the ſaints will be worn out and deſ- 
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troyed, by ridicule and philolophy, vainly fo called. This th mark 
ſeems to be a neceſſary conſequence of the 6th, for if they ſpeak 
againſt the meſt high, they will not think favourably of thoſe who 
ſpeak in his favour: it is evident that this power is to be com- 
pletely antichriſtian, there is to be a complete apoſtacy from, and 
renunciation of Chriſtian Religion. In 2. Theſ. 2, g, it is ſaid let 
no man deceive you by any means, for that day ſhall not come, 
except there come a falling away firſt, and that man of fin be re- 
vealed the ſon of perdition, Falling away is too feeble an expreſſion 
for apoſtacy, as it is in the Greek: the Papal power has not thus 
abandoned Divine Revelation ; and there is abundant evidence that 
it is not the little horn. | 

8. He is to think to change times and laws, 4 

This Characteriſtic is peculiarly applicable to the French Repub- 
lic, and no other power that I know of. They have changed times, 
for what beneficial purpoſe, except a fulfilment of the prophecy, I 
cannot divine. ; 8 

9. Law is to be given into his hands until a time, times and the 
dividing of time. Power and authority are to be exerciſed by the 
little horn for a limited time only: when this power ſhall begin to 
exerciſe its authority is not ſpecified ; but whenever it commences, 
it continues afterwards to exerciſe its power, until the termination 
of a certain 1260 years, Commentators have generally aſcribed to 
this little horn a duration of 1260 years, without cenſidering the 
preciſe words of the Prophet, which has led to a wrong applica- 
tion. It is only ſaid that law ſhall be given into his hands, until 
the conſummation of a certain period; it is not ſaid he ſhall have it 
for, and during the term of 1260 years. He may have the power 
only an 100 years, and yet have it until the end of a certain' pro- 
phetic 1260 years, The author of theſe remarks has lived until 
the conſummation of the year 1797, but he is not 1797 years old. 

In the laſt chapter of Daniel, it is aſked, how long ſhall it be to 
the end of theſe wonders? It is anſwered, it ſhall be for a time, 
times and an half or 1260 years. This period evidently commences, 
and ends with the Mahometan Power: and to the end of this period 
the little horn is to continue, which wants about 85 years to accom- 
pliſh it; the Mahometan power having exiſted 117g years. | 

It appears to me, that there are no prophetic deſcriptions in the 
Bible, that apply more preciſely to their real object, than the cha- 
raReriſtics of this little horn do to the French Republic: and if ſo, 
we muſt conclude that it will be permitted by divine providence to 
fill up the ſum of its wickedneſs. And ſhould this be the caſe, 
what mortification muſt await the author of the illuſtrations of pro- 
phecy. The great advantages to be derived from the French Revo- 
lution, will all be illuſory and chimerical : the ſtate of the world 
from that ſource, will experience no melioration, _ 

Having demonſtrated, and we hope ſatisfaQorily, that the author's 
ideas about the Revolution in France, are not grounded on 7 
ture prophecy, and that they are erronious; it follows of courſe, 
that his ideas about the Mellenium muſt alſo be erronious. The 
diſpute about that ſtate, is divided between thoſe who conſtrue 
figuratively, and thoſe who hold to the literal meaning of ſundry . 
paſſages of ſcripture, The author of illuſtrations of prophecy, cen- 
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tends earue ly for a figurative conſtruftion : one objection to e lita- 
ral eon ſtruction is, that it would be a continued nds, if Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould deſcend perſonally and reign on earth, Has Chriſt 
ever been on the earth? How was he here, miraculouſly or other- 
wiſe? Miracles, though above, are not inconſiſtent with human 
reaſon : and Chriſt having been on earth once miraculouſly, nay 
twice, by an extraordinary generation, and by a reſurrection, he 
may conſequently be here again, 

There are ſeveral paſſages in Daniel, that are explicitly oppoſed 
to a figurative conſtruction: in immediate connection with the little 
horn, we have the foll wing deſcriptions. I beheld till the thrones 
were caſt down, and the ancient of days did fit, whole garments were 
white as ſnow, the hairs of his head like the pure wool ; his throne 
was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire : a fiery ſtream 
iſſued and came forth from before him, thouſand thouſands miniſtered 
unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him 2 
the judgment was fit and the books were opened, 

1 beheld, and the fame horn made war with the ſaints, and pre- 
vailed againſt them, until the ancient of days came, and judgment 
was given to the ſaints of the moſt high ; and the time came that the 
ſaints poſſeſſed the kingdom. 

But the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his dominion, 
to conſume and to deſtroy it unts the end. And the kingdom, and 
the greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given 
to the people of the ſaints of the moſt high ; whoſe kingdom i is an 
everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall fgrve and obey him. 

By thele paſſages it is evident, that a glorious kingdom com- 
mences, the judgment fits, and the books are opened, in immediate 
connection with the deſtruftion and end of the little horn: and not 
only ſo, but # the little horn is not the only power on earth, it ſays 
generally, The Thrones were caft down : that is, all wicked power and 
dominion are to be deſtroyed. 

This matter is made more evident, if this be poſlible, in the lat- 
ter part of the 11th, and beginning of the 12th chapter of Daniel, 
_ Where with the deſtruRion of the Mahometan power, is connected 
the reſurrection, and ſundry other important matters, that can only 

take place at the day of judgment. 
„ And he ſhall plant the Tabernacles of his palaces between tx 
ſeas, in the glorious holy mountain, yet he ſhall come to his end, 
and none ſhall help him. And at that time ſhall Michael ſtand up, 
the great Prince which ſtandeth up for the children of thy people, 
and there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as there never was ſince 
there was a nation, even to 'that- lametime. And at that time thy 
people ſhall be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written in 
de book; and many of chem that ſleep in the duit of the earth 
ſhall awake,” ſome” to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and ever- 
laſtin contempt. And one ſaid to the man clothed in linen, how 
long ſhall it be to the end of theſe wonders? And I heard the man 
which was clothed in linen, when he held up his right hand, and 
his left hand unto heaven, and ſware by him that liveta forever and 
ever, that it (hall be for a time, times, and an half: and when he 
ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of the holy P*op'sy all 
thele things wall be finiſhed,” A 


. 
7 


on 


The ableſt commentors have agreed, that the Mahemetan power 
is deſignated by the words, ke ſhall plant the Tabernacles, &c, It is 
therefore plainly confirmed by an oath, that the reſurrettion ſhall 
take place at the time of the deſtruftion of the M ahometan power. 
Otherwiſe what do theſe words intend, all theſe things ſhall be Hat led. 
The deſtruction of the Mahometan power is the very epoch for the 
commencement of many other important matters. At that very 
time, the deliverance of thy people, of every one that is found 
written in the book, and the reſurrection ſhall take place, In 1260 
years from a certain epoch, all theſe things are to be finiſhed : and 
that epoch ſeems evidently to be, the commencement of the Maho- 
metan power. We are therefore only 8; years from the time, when 
all theſe things ſhall be faniſhed. If there be any figure in theſe 

aſſages, I wiſh fincerely to be informed how I am to underſtand 
it : if there be none, we are not far diſtant from the general reſur- 
reftion ; and if fo, there will either be no Millenium, or it muſt 
take place after the reſurreftion, The explanation here given, muſt 
remain good, whether the French Republic be, or not, the little 
horn, That the re ſurrection ſhall take place at the end of the pre- 
ſent temporal powers of the world, is founded in the immutability 
of an oath, 
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ON THE MILLENIUM.“ 
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I HAVE peruſed with attention, many pieces which have been 
Publiſhed on this ſubject. It is a ſubject in which every refleing 
Chriſttan muſt feel himſelf deeply intereſted at the preſent time; 
for the commencement of the Millenium, though the preſent genera- 
tion may not live to ſee it, yet the next may, according to the moſt 
approved expoſitors. The learned have viewed the immediate ſub- 
jects of the Millenium, in very various and different lights; when 
men of learnſng, integrity and capacity, with minds diſpoſed to re- 
ceive the truth, cannot agreee in ſentiments about it, it is manifeſtly 
an evidence of no ſmall intricacy in the fubject. It ſeems ap- 
Parent that the truth muſt be contained in ſome lone of the fol- 
lowing propoſitions: the members of the Millenium, will be men in 
a ſtate of natural ſucceſſion ; or they will be conſtituted of theſe, 
and the martyrs railed. from the grave, who are to be the officers 
in that kingdom; or laſtly, the members of the Millenium kingdom, 
will be all of them raiſed from the grave. Theſe three propoſitions 
have evidently very different degrees of importance : the firſt is leſs 
important than the ſecond, and the ſecond than the third. If none 
of them could be demonſtrated to be true, or falſe, according to the 
commen rules of the conduct of the human mind, the laſt ought 
to be received as true, becauſe it is infinitely the moſt important, 
The different advocates for the two firſt propofitions, leverally 
deduce them from Rev. 20. 4. 5. 6. It is generally allowed, that 
_ verles deicribe the commencement of the Millenium king- 
m. a 5 / | 


1 

It is 'neceffary to introduce the purport of theſe three verſes, for 
the purpoſe of forming a judgment as to their figurative or literal 
ſenſe, CF vg | 
 Frſt, John ſees thrones, perſons fitting on them, to whom judg- 
ment is given, | | 
Second. The ſouls of them that were beheaded for the witneſs of 
Jeſus, and for the word of God. b 
Third. Every one who had not worſhipped the beaſt nor his 
image, neither had received his mark on their foreheads, nor in their 
hands they lived &c. 

Theſe are the ſubjefts of which John ſpeaks and the words are 
ſufficiently extenſive, to embrace all the faithful Chriſtians, and all 
the faithful Jews. The qualities and properties attributed to theſe 
ſubjects are, 1ſt they lived; 2d they reigned with Chriſt a thouſand 
years ; 3d bleſſed. 4th holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrec- 
tion; 5th it is the firſt reſurrection; 6th over thele, or on ſuch, the 
ſecond death ſhall have no power; 7th, they ſhall. be prieſts ef God, 
and of Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years, There are 


evidently, three diſtin claſſes of beings, peculiar and diſtinguiſhing. 


rivileges are conferred on the firſt claſs, They fit on thrones, and are 
inveſted with judiciary power, excepting theſe, the qualities and pro- 
perties are common to the three claſſes, there are two ſpecial, and 
Particular privileges, and ſeven that are common, 

That the ſpecial privileges of fitting on thrones, and being inveſted 
with judiciary power, will be the 1 of the twelve apoſtles, 
is proved by the explicite words of our Saviour; that is, that theſe 
d ve will be conferred on them, after the reſurre&ion, and not 

fore: he ſays they ſhall fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of the children of Iſrael. It is not implied in theſe words, 


that there ſhall be no more than twelve thrones : the Revelations -. 


frequently mention four and twenty ; which are evidently the full 
and compleat number of thrones. Theſe two privileges belong to im- 
mortal, and not to mortal men, Can ſcriptural evidence be adduced to 
ſhow, that they may be the properties of mortal men ? Such evidence 
we truſt, cannot be produced from ſcripture. The advocates of a figu- 
rative conſtruction, allow that there is no figure as to theſe privileges; 
but they ſay that thoſe who are inveſted with theſe privleges, are 
natural men, Extraordinary powers we prove by the infallible words 
of inſpiration z Can any ſcripture be produced to ſhow that more 
than ordinary powers belong to mortal men? we conclude, without 
fear of refutation, that theſe two properties are peculiar to a reſurrec- 


tion life: the figurative ſenſe of the whole paſſage would ſtand on 


ſtronger ground, if it could be demonſtrated, that theſe are not the 
properties of a reſurre&ion life. | | 
The ſecond claſs is, the ſouls of them that were beheaded for the 
witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God. An obſervation is 
made here, by thoſe who cenſtrue figuratively, which is intended 
as an objeQtion to the literal ſenſe: it is this that the reſurrection 


is never ſppken of elſewhere, by the living of the ſoul ; in anſwer to 


this, we might demand a proof that it is ſo ſpoken of here: in a phi- 
loſophieal view, if the reſurrection be intended, how ſhould John 
expreſs himſelf ? he could not ſay that he ſaw the bodies that had 
mouldeced away in the grave ; theſe riſe not again, he diſtinguiſhes 
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them by that which conſtitutes their perſonal identity 5 whether the 


ſoul had been afleep or dead, or otherwiſe eannot be deduced from 
ohn's words; if John ſees them after the reſurrection, he ſees the 
| united to # glorious body. Can the re ſurrettion life be predicated 


of any other thing, than the ſoul? can the life of a ratienal men be 


predicated of any other thing belonging to the man except a rational 
ſoul ? But the objetion takes it for granted, that life is predicated 
of the ſoul ; be it io. Had the foul always been alive, is not a reſur- 
re&ion life attended with as many different circumſtanees, and more 
than attend the converſiion of a foul? But we ſay it remains to 
be proved, that John predicates life of the ſoul ſimply conſidered, 
The grammatical conſtruftion of the 4th verſe has perplexed com- 
menrators. John tells us what he ſaw ; thrones, and thole fitting on 
them, and the fouls of the beheaded. Tas pfeuhaston pepelekifmenon, an 
acculative following the verb; the queſtion is, how far the verb I jaw 
extends; does it extend to the word, Oitines or every one who? if lo, 
the grammer is not good; or the words, fouls of. them, muſt be 
under ſtood, and be placed before the words, every one who, or imply, 
cho; but the ſenſe is good, and the grammar is good, if we extend 
the verb I ſaw, no farther than the fouls of the beheaded ; John firſt 
tells us what he faw, and the words, every one who had not worſhipped, 
they lived, is a diſtinct afſertion by itſelf. Now theſe words contain 


all that John had ſeen before, as to ſubjects; thoſe fitting on thro 


and the beheaded did not worſhip the beaſt. In this ſenſe, they lived, 
is affirmed of every one who, and not of the fon], fo that in every view 
the obſervation has no force in it, The ſoul is a term often uſed in 
fcripture, and intends the whole man. | | 
The third claſs, is, every one who had not worflupped the Beaſt nor 
iis image, &c. Under theſe characters, the Beaſt, &c, all wicked 
tem poral powers are included, that are to continue until Chriſt's 
ſecond advent. By theſe words, who had not worſhipped, the whole 
body of Chriſtians are included, whether they diea as Martyrs, or 
otherwiſe, I do not recolle& at preſent any objection to the literat 
fenſe of theſe words, derived from the words themſelves, nor can 
we add any thing, to make a plain paſſage more plain. The Beaſt, 
and the image of the Beaſt, embrace at leaſt 1890 years, Life 
being predicated of all thoſe that had an opportunity to worſhip 
them, muſt be predicated of many that had been dead. | 
If this part of the text be read in the manner 1 have ſuggeſted, 
the whole text is complete in ſenfe and in grammar, and if it had 
been divided into two verſes, no queſtion would ever have been 
made about the fullneſs of the ſenſe, or the accuracy of the gram- 
mar. It would read as follows: I ſaw thrones, and they ſat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them; and the ſouls of them 
that were beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of 
God.“ n 5 
„% And every one who had not worſhipped the Beaſt, &c, They 
lived, and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years.“ MEE 
This laſt paſſage contains all the fubjeRs that Jobn ſays he ſaw in 
the firſt part; and a great multitude, beſides thoſe feated on thrones, 
and the Martyrs, According to this diviſion, John does not pre - 
dicate hfe of the ſoul, but of every one who had not worſhipped, 


c., The oriticiims.on this fourth verie, made by different nations, 
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have been numerous; I have found none that ſuggeſt this plain and 
eaſy divifion, The Engliſh tranſlation ſeems to forbid all criticiſm, 
The dangerous error, contained in the words, and which had not, 
inſtead of the words, and every one who had not, ought to be urged 
with zeal, The ſeveral properties that are afterwards particularly 
attributed to theſe ſubjects, are not the properties of Martyrs alone, 
The Beaſt, and the image of the Beaſt, occupy a ſpace of time, nat 
ſhort of 1890 years. Every one whe was not guilty of idolatry, 
during this period, and ſurely Martyrs were not, and many beſides 
Martyrs were not, have ſundry properties predicated of them, which 
are the very properties and qualities promiſed to the ſaints in the 
. egeſurreRion life. 2, a * 

John does not aſſert that he ſaw every one who had not wor- 
ſhipped the Beaſt; but that he ſaw ſome of them particularly, and 
this aſſertion of John, is very honourable for them, Theſe fitting 
on thrones, and the Martyrs, might be ſo few in number, that 
Jobn might diſtinctly ſee all of them individually. The whole body 
might be very numerous ;. a great multitude which no man could 
number, as John expreſles himſelf 1a another place, There ſeems 
to be a natural rerſon, why Jobn might ſee diſtinctly, thoſe who 1g. 
on thrones, and the Martyrs; but if the whole body was very nu- 
morous, it ſeems to be againſt natural reaſon, that he ſhould ſee every 
individual; and the text conveys no idea that he did. 

As to a multitude of general and diffuſe objeQions againſt the 
literal ſen of the paſſage, they apply to every thing, and conſe- 
quently to nothing. We allow that there are figurative expreſſions 
made uſe of in the Revelations ; but it will not follow, from hence, 
that all is figurative; and if not, ſuch an objection muſt fail in a par- 
ticular application. John aſſerts, that all who had lived, in a ſpace 
of not leis than 1890 years, live again. But the nature of the ſub. 
je& muſt be well conſidered: true, it muſt indeed; but ſtrange is 
the argument, that makes a plain paſlage, figurative, becaule others are 
fo. If the rule be reciprocal, as the Logicians ſpeak, then a figura- 
tive pallage muſt. be plain, becauſe other paſſages are ſo, and this 
brings us to no rule at all, The nature of the ſubject, and the pro- 
ies, muſt be conſidered by themſelves, We muſt endeavour to 
ſee, whether the ſubject be a proper recipient of the properties; and 
whether the properties can be EN! as well of mortal as immor- 
tal ſubjects. The properties being of a particular kind, can they be 
the properties of two lubjetts, eſſentially different in their natures, 
As we fully believe that they cannot, we anxiouſly wiſh to make it 
appear ſo to others; becauſe. the conſequences are almoſt infinitely 
different, It appears to me, that there never was a queſtion agitated 
of greater magnitude than this; whether the reſurreQion precedes 
the happy ſtate of the church denominated by the Millegium ? If it 
precedes, may God have mercy, on ſuch as forcibly wreſt the plain 
meaning of ſcripture. If it does not, they who hold to a literal 
ſenſe, rufi no riſk ; the Millenium ſtate, according te them, gives a 
diſplay of divine power, infinitely ſuperior to what it can be in a 
figurative ſenſe. Divibe power is exerted but one way according 
to thoſe who hold to figure. In how many different, glorious, hve. 

terrible ways mult it be exhibited, if there. is no 5 Is not the 


figure P Is n 
conuelt alarming 7 In 2 few years the cluſters of t the vine of the 
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earth are to be matured for gathering, for to be trod in the wine 


preſs of the wrath of God : or are they to be matured, only for far- 


ther maturity and preſervation ? For God's ſake, for the ſake of thole 


who lack viſion, let thoſe whoſe duty it is, ſee that we be not over- 
taken and deſtroyed, without their having previouſly forewarned us. 
The literal ſenſe leads inevitably to an awful cataſtrophe, The 
figurative, where does it lead us, if not true ? It leads to an error 
moſt fatal. But as it was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall it be, when ? 
Muſt this be after the Millenium ? I think not, but that it muſt be 
before it. | | | 

The firſt property is common to mortal and immortal beings ; 
tt they lived, but when predicated of thoſe that had been dead, it is 
an uncommon property. The words, they lived, are manifeſty predica- 
ted of ſubjefts, that had lived, and had ceaſed to live, in ſome manner 
or other, If we could fairly change theſe ſubjects, it is true, life 
may be predicated of mortal man, ſo long as a live, This predi- 
cate may therefore be applied in both lenſes ; and ſimply confidered, 
would not be an evidence, whether applied to thoſe who had, or 
who had not been dead. The ſenſe can only be derived from a 
Knowledge of the ſubjett. 

The ſecond propetry is, and reigned with Chrift a thouſand years, 
To reign, is one thing ; to reign with Chriſt, another. That the 
ſaints are to reign with Chriſt, after the reſurrection, and not before, 
is the explicit language of ſcripture. Reigning with Chg, implies 
a reſurreftion, The thouſand years is a definite idea of reigning, 
not applicable to the lives they lived. That is, it is no limitation of 
exiſtence, Though they may reign only a thouſand years, they may 
exiſt; they muſt exiſt forever. They are not all ſeated on thrones ; 
we ſee no reaſon for concluding that they are ; yet they all reign 
individually, The pronoun every one who, is ſegregative, and indi- 
vidual ; and it is predicated of every individual, that he ſhall reign. 
with Chriſt a thouſand years. Thus reigning individuaily a thou- 
ſand years, without any limitation to exiſtence, is an evidence of the 
immortality of the perſon ſo reigning, The ſame thing cannot be 
aper 7 of mortal beings, It agrees with the ſubject in the literal, 

ut not in the figurative ſenſe ; if the ſenſe was figurative, it would 
be ſatisfied with a ſucceſſion of mortal beings, for a thouſand years, 
the individuals living no more than ſixty or ſeventy years. The two 
next properties are bleſſedneſs and holineſs, Bleſſed and holy is he, 


every individual is made a partaker of theſe properties. Mortal be- 


ings are not partakers of bleſſedneſs and holineſs in an abſolute 
ſenſe, Fleſh and blood cannot be bleſſed and holy. Paul is always 
filled with grief and forrow, when he contemplates his mortal ſtate. 
The reaſon of being bleſſed and holy, is, for over theſe the ſecond 
death ſhall have no power. They are in poſſeſſion of a bleſſed and 


holy immortality. This is a poſſeſſion, which muſt give a zeſt to every 
joy; Without this, there is a great mixture of alloy. Our Saviour 


ſpeaking of the righteous in the reſurrection, ſays, they can die no 
more, Theſe properties therefore, I apprehend, can only be predi- 
cated of immortal beings. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in 
the firſt reſurreftion. If the reſurrection is to be taken figuratively, 
and intends no more, than a revival ef religion on earth. This bleſ. 


ſedneſs and holineſs has been equally applicable to all true believers, . 
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from Chriſt, to the Millenium; and the words, bleſſed and holy, muſt 
be taken in a partial and limited, not in an abſolute ſenſe. Paul's 
bleſſedneſs a holineſs on earth, healways repreſents, as inconceiv- 
ably ſhort of what they would be when he ſhould be with Chriſt, 

The fifth is rather a circumſtance than a property ; it is the firſt 
reſurreQion ; an objeRion is raiſed here againſt the literal ſenſe, be- 
cauſe the epithet, firſt is no where elſe applied in this manner. If 
this was really a fact, it would be no objection. The 133 
aſſertions of a ſingle prophet, have always been received as valid. 
If it is no where elſe thus applied, yet that there muſt be a firſt re- 
ſurrection, is evident from the plain import of other paHfſages of 
ſcripture. | | | 

The promiſes, that the meek ſhall inherit the earth may be conſi- 
dered as evidential of a firſt reſurrection. Ps. 37. For evil doers ſhall 
be cut off, but thoſe that wait upon the Lord, they ſhall inherit the 
earth, The meek ſhall inherit the earth, and ſhall delight themſelves 
in abundance of peace, Such as beblefſed of him, ſhall inherit the 
earth. The righteous ſhall inherit the land and dwell in it forever. 
Akts 7. 5. Of Abraham it is ſaid, he gave him none inheritance in 
it, no not to ſet his foot on, yet he promiſed that he would give it to 
him for a poſſeſſion. Matt. 5. 5. Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall 
inherit the earth. Paul ſpeaks of the firſt reſurrection to a happy 
immortality, Phil. g. 11. If by any means I might attain unto the 
reſurrection of the dead. Ws 
The priyiledges of the firſt born were 1, A doublet portion, 
Duet. 21. 17. 2. A right to the prieſthood, Num. g. 13. 3. The 
government and dominion. Gen. 24. 29. | 
1 Thel. 4. 16. The dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, Heb, 12. 23. 
To the general afſembly and chureh of the firſt born. Ja. 1. 18. 
Of his own will begat he us with the word of his truth, that we 
ſhould be a kind of farſt fruits of his creatures. Rev. 14. 4. Theſe 
were redeemed from among men, being the firſt fruits unto God 
and the Lamb. 9 

Firſt born, and firſt fruits, are ſo denominated, becauſe there are 
more born, and more fruits. And thefe phraſes are fully equivalent, 
to the firſt reſurrection. The objection ſeems to have been made 
without having paid due attention to other paſſages of ſcripture, If 
the paſſage, Rom. 8. 23, has reference to all the true Chriſtians un- 
der the preſent diſpentation, the term, firſt, is there expreſſive of 
farther, or more fruits, and not only they but ourſelves alſo which 
have the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, even we ourſelves groan within our. 
ſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
The idea of a firſt * makes this whole paſſage plain and 
intellegible; otherwiſe it appears to me incomprehenſible. Reſur- 
rection in a general ſenſe, may intend the calling forth of good and 
bad from the grave; but the terms, the firſt reſurrection, are confined 
to an immortal happy exiſtence, The hope of the creation is poſtpo- 
ned to the time a the redemption of the body of theſe who have the 
firſt fruits of the ſpirit, If there be not a firſt reſurrection, it is im- 
poſſible that this hope ſhould ever be realized, Paul has therefore as 
clearly foretold a firſt refurreftiog of por he has not exprelsly called 
it a firſt reſurrection, but he has laid down ſuch principles as will 
Juſtify us in calling it a firſt reſurrection. Who are to be the ſub- 
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- jeRs of hope in the Millenium kingdom? The dead Who are to be 
reſtored to life. This idea fo far from militating againſt the doe- 
trine of free and ſovereign grace, eſtabliſhes it, and opens a door for 
the diſplay of it, without reſorting to univerſaliſm, much broader 
than any we can poſſibly find upon à figurative conſtruction. 

The 6th propery is, that over ſuch the ſecond death ſhall have no 
ower. The ſecond is only applicable to thoſe who have once died. 
he mentioning of this cen e is an evidence that the fubjeQs 

were in a ſtate, where a ſecond death is applicable, that is beyond 
the grave, where many will experience a ſecond death. It carries 
this idea with it, that there is a power in the ſecond death, which 
will be an occaſion of infinite miſery to the ſinner ; but it will not af- 
fett the righteous, even if they fhould be encompaſſed with that power. 
To illuſtrate my idea, I refer to the three, that were caſt into the 
| ery furnace, who, thoagh encompaſſed with the flames, experienced 
14 po inconvenience in that ſituation, Thoſe that adhere to a figura- 
v1 tive conſtruction and ſuppoſe that the firſt reſurrection means no 
if more than an effetual and genuine revival of true religion, are of 


4 

i opinion, that this will be univerſal over all the world ; but that to- 
[ wards the cloſe of the period, there will be avery great apoſtacy, in 
| conſequence of which the ſecond death will be inflicted on millions, 
/ This abſurdity, is left without explanation; That bleſſed and holy 
beings, on whom the ſecond death has no power, ſhould apoſtatize, 
and become miſerable and unhloy beings, and be actually ſubject to 
the {econd death, is an incontrovertable contradiftion, which is 
neceſſarily attached to the ſyſtem, | 
The ſeventh property is, They ſaall be Priefts of God and of Chriſt. 
Prieſls are holy officers, dedicated to holy things. They are rela- 
tive officers, They have a ſuperior, and an inferior relation, They 
| are related to God and Chriſt; and to others, who ſtand in need of 
| their miniſterial offices. If the figurative conſtruftion prevails, ſuch 
officers as theſe, cannot be in the Millenium. There can be no in- 
ferior relation, and the inferior relation is the eſſence of the mini- 
1 ſterial office. If every individual in the Millenium, is to be a King 
and a Prieſt, there can be neither ſubje& nor hearer, What is a 
King without -ubje&ts? and what is a prieſt without hearers? A 
figurative e e of the {ubje&s, of whom theſe predicates are 
made, changes the nature of the properties, and renders them truly 

inconceivable, _ | 
And fhall reign with him à thouſand years; they are all to be kings, 
and all to be prieſts, Rev. 1. 6. and hath made us kings, and prieſts 
unto God, and his father, 5. 10. and hath made us unto our God, 
1 kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the earth; 1 P. 2. 5.9, ye 
4 alſo as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſthood : 
but ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people. In theſe paſlages there is no figure; they have 
relation to the Millenium kingdom, diſignating its officers, but not 
the ſubjects, Peter and John have both of them refererence to Chriſ- 
tians who lived between Chriſt's firſt comiag and the Millenium. 
Theſe are to be kings and prieſt, and they are to reign on the earth, not 
. by proxy but perſonally ; if we ſuffer with him we fhall reign with 
vi him; if theſe ſeven properties eonnot be univerſally predicated of 
2 mortal man, the ſubjects of them muſt be immortal. It ts not pre- 
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tended by thoſe who hold to a figurative conſtruction, that their 
happy mortals, in the Millenium, will be more 8 and firm 
chriſtians, than were the apoſtles and martyrs. Can we predicate 
of the apoſtles and martyrs, while on earth, all the properties here 
predicated of theſe happy ſubje&s ? If we cannot, it is evident we 
cannot of any other mortal men. Thele ſeven properties could not 
be predicated of Paul Himſelf whilſt here on earth; nor can they be 
predicated of the chriſtians jointly, or individually. Did Paul reign 
with Chriſt at all on earth, much more, a thouſand years ? But theſe 
are to reign individually, a thouſand years, Was St. Paul bleſſed ? 
no. Was he holy ? no. Was he a royal prieſt ? no. It is appa- 
rent, that there can be no genuine reſemblance, between the church 
contended for by thoſe who adopt a figurative ſenſe, and the apoſtolic 
church. Theſe properties conſtitute an effential difference, Thrones, 
Judiciary power, reigning with Chriſt, bleſſedneſs and holineſs. The 
deſcriptions are neither too high, nor too low, when applied to a 
reſurtection life; but at preſent it appears to me, that they are much 
too high, if we apply them to mortal men, 

All the arguments that I have ſeen in favor of a figurative meaning; 
are ſo diffule, and general, that I have found it extremely difficult to 
make a purticular application of them. | | | 

It is laid by thole who ſupport à figurative ſenſe, that © this deſ- 
cription of the thrones, and of them that ſat on them, is not to be 
underſtood; as if all who are afterwards ſaid to live, and reign with 
Chriſt a thouſand years, were to ht on theſe thrones ; the figurative 
deſcription ſeems to intimate order and government in the kingdom.“ 

They who ſupport the literal ſenſe, ſay, the thrones are, as well 
as the perſons fitting on them, realities ; they do dot ſay, that all 
{ſt on thrones ; but that all reign 5 though they fit not on thrones, 
they are in and round about the throne, They ſay, there will be, 
not a figurative, but real order and government, and that the paſſage 
repreſents, excluſively, the officers of the government, In the 
figurative ſenſe, there are noae but officers, there are no ſubjeQs, 

„They who underſtand this dilcription in a figurative ſenſe, ob- 
ferve, that all theſe expreſſions will very well bear ſuch an interpre- 
tation. That it will be more agreeable to the ſtile of prophecy, in 
particular to the ſtile of this book, which every where abounds in 
figurative deſcfiptions. That all theſe expreſſions are uſed in the 
antient prophets, in a figurative meaning, and that there are unanſ- 
werable difficulties attending a literal interpretation of them,” 

Let any man reflect, and then lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, 
that the prophet has not truly deſcribed this manner of reaſoning, 
and fo they wrapt it up, I will not comment here, they are all 
univerlals, and have no particular application. _ | 

The properties muſt be minutely conſidered, ſo as to ſee, if the 
ſubjet be a proper recipient of them; every one who, and blefſed and 
holy is he who, are indicative of individuals. And a thouſand years 
reign, not term of exiſtence, is predicated of each of them. It im- 
plies at leaſt a thouſand years exiſtence, it does not imply the whole 
of exiſtence, Can this be the property of a mortal? Revelation is 
Hlent ; and natural reaſon has no probable proofs to exhibit in its 
favor, : 
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&© All theſe expreſſions may very well be underſtood in a figurative 
ſenſe. The ſouls of them, &c. may eaſily according to the manner 
of prophetic language, ſignify gerſons of like ſpirit and temper with 
them, of like faith, patience, conſtancy and zeal. John the baptiſt 
was Elias becauſe he came in the ſpirit of Elias. Thus, a ſtate of the 
church, in which a fpirit of the antient martyrs and confeſſors, and 
the purity of thoſe times ſhall return, may be deſcribed as a church 
of martyrs, a church fo nearly reſembling them in temper, conſtancy 
and neal 5 | 

All the expreffions cannot be underſtood in a figurative ſenſe; and 
they do not ſo underſtand them. The ſubjects of the predicates, they 
will have to be figurative, but not the predicates. The ſubjects, in 
their ſenſe are only probationers for immortal life; in our fente, the: 
Have had their probation, and are in poſſe ſſion of immortal life, 
“ The ſouls of them that were beheaded, may eaſily ſignify perſogs 
of like ſpirit,” How, eaſily ? Is it an ealy matter to ſuppoſe that 
John did not ſee ſuch as had been beheaded, when he fays he did p 
This is ſo far from being eaſy to me, that 1 find it inconceivable ; 
not one of the terms employed about the ſubje&s has any appearance 
of a figure, The ſouls of the perſons beheaded, refer us directly to the 
martyrs. Every one who had not worſhipped, has no miltic ſenſe z 
living, reigning, blefſedneſs, holineſs, prieſts of God and of Chriſt, are not 
miſtic delcriptions, It is here, that the figurative ſenſe creates the 
miſtery ; there is none in the words themlelves. It ſeems utterly 
impoſhble for us to know whether one man is like another in ſpirit, 
conſtancy and zeal, if they are not both placed in the fame trying 
ſituation, It muſt be granted, that thole in the Millenium, will not 
meet with the ſame trials and tempations, as have fallen to the lot of 
the apoſtles and other chriſtians, ' 

As to John's being called Elias in the old teſtament, it has not even 
the ſemblance of an argument. I may appeal to thole who adduce 
at, to ſhow how 2t applies. 

A church may be deſcribed as a church of martrys, in which, there 
ſhall be a return of their ſpirit and purity, If any where there muſt 
be ſome good ſound ſenſe in this oblervation ; but I readily confeſs 
I do not ſee it. So far are the predicates from intimating any thing 
like a church of martyrs, that they expreſsly warrant the idea, that 
the ſubjects were ſome of them martyrs, not all and that they are 
now beyond mortality, Several things are predicated of the ſub- 
jects. I requelt to be ſhewn which of them intimates that theſe ſub- 
jects have like ſpirit and zeal as the martyrs. 

It is a very ealy and natural figure, as well as very common one, in 
the book of prophecy, to deſcribe perſons by the names of ſuch, 
whoſe tempers and characters they imitate. Thus the names of 
Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon, are often aſcribed to Rome.“ Whether 
theſe names are riglitly applied, is a queſtion yet to be decided; but 
if rightly applied, it would not be an argument againſt a literal mean- 
ing. If Egypt, Sodom and Babylon, repreſent Rome, it is confeſſed, 
that Rome is deſignated by them, becauſe ſhe is equal to them in 
wickedneſs ; but if the ſouls of them that were beheaded, and the 
predicates of them, intend mortal beings, then thele mortal beings, 
and the martyrs, are in very different circumſtances, and connot 
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reſemble each other in trials, patience and zeal. Thoſe mortal be- 
ijngs, reſemble the martyrs no more than tbey do the angels. The 
ſpixit, abRrafted from circumſtances, is a very general trait, and may 
be carried up to the Deity himſelf, To far ay purity of ſpirit is the 
ſubject of enquiry. | 

© The other expreſſions of reſurreflion, of living and en 
were uſed before in antient 7 f to fl ify the reſtoration ol 
the church, from a low and icke ate. hus the prophet Hoſea, 
exhorting to return unto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal; 
he hath ſmitten and he will bind us up; he adds, after two days will 
he revive us, or make us live again, On the third day will he raiſe 
us up, as from the dead, and we ſhall live in his fight,” Whether 
this paſſage relates to Chriſt, or to ſome more diſtant event, 1s not 
yet ſettled, It remains yet to be ſhown, what is meant, by revive 
or make us live again, If it could be ſhown, that the prophecy had 
its completien jn the Jews then in being ; it would ſhow, that the 
words revive, or make us live again, did not intend a reſurrection lit- 
erally of the dead. We grant, that, to live again, and reſurrection, do 
not always intend a reſurreftion of the dead; but they do ſometimes 
intend this preciſely, and in this ſenſe, we take the words. This 
is the firſt reſurręection.“ And it never will be ſhown, that it is not 
the true ſenſe, by ſhowing, that the word has different meanings, 
When it is ſaid, bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the firſt 
reſurrection, there can be no doubt in what ſenſe the term reſurrection 
is uſed ; it intends the regeneration which our Sayiour ſpeaks of 
Mat. 19. 28. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, verily I ſay unto you, that 
ye which have followed me in the regeneration, when the Son of 
man ſhall fit in the throne of his glory, ye allo ſhall fit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of the children of Iſrael 

© When the two witneſſes were ſlain, and their dead bodies lay in 
the ſtreet of the great city, the ſpirit of life from God, entered into 
them, and they 4504 on 3 feet, or they are repreſented under the 
kgure of being raiſed from the dead.“ —I am perſuaded there is no 
bgure here; who the witneſſes are, is a queſtion about which the learn- 
ed are very much divided, The text however muſt be laid aſide, until 
it is fairly ſettled, who the witneſſes are; I take them to be a col- 
lectiye aumber of Chriſtians, who have died literally, and who will 
riſe literally. 

lt is mareover gbſeryable, that, as all theſe expreſſions may be 
underſtood in a hgurative ſenſe, agrecably to the language of prophecy, 
ſo it is more agreeable to underſtand them ſo in a book of Revelations, 
delivered throughout in ſuch a ſtile; every part of the prophecy is 
ſo to be underſtood, the book, the {eals, the trumpets, the beaſts, the 
witpeſſes, the dragon, and old ſerpent; and why not the reſurrec- 
t ion of the Martyrs and Confeſſors.“ — | 

It is farther to be abſerved, how fully the diſcription of the 
converſion of the Jews, anſwers to the Millenium of John; who 
uſeth the very words by which their Prophets had foretold their 
conyerhon ; „now as this happy ſtate of the church may well be 
underſtood of the fulleſt n of phophecics, which ſpeak 
of the converſion of the Jews, and receiving them again into the 
Church, which St. Paul calls life from the dead, this interpretation will 
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be the moſt eaſy and proper, as moſt agreeable to the ſenſe in which - 
they are uſed in the antient prophecies upon the like occaſions, a 
literal and proper reſurrettion of the martyrs and confeſſors, who 
ſuffered in the heathen Roman empire, is attended with many dif- 
ficulties ; ſo great as to render that interpretation very doubtful and 
Improbable : a proper and literal reſurreftion is never in the whole 
of the new teſtament expreſſed or repreſented, by the living of the 
Foul, but by the living, raiſing, and reſurrection of the dead, the 
Trailing of the bodies of the ſaints, of them that ſleep in the duſt, 
This doftrine ſeems not conſiſtent with the happy flate of ſouls 
departed, or with the high prerogative ſuppoſed to belong to the 
ſouls of the martyrs. This doctrine does not agree with the accurate 
deſcription of the reſurrettion in the holy ſcriptures ; for in all thoſe 
ſcriptures there is no mention of a firſt, and a ſecond reſurreion, 
or that one of them is to he one thouland years after the other, 
They repreſent the reſurreftion to be performed in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye; they repreſent at that time, that the dead 
in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : but then alſo we which are alive, and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up together with them in the clouds, and < 
we ſhall be ever with the Lord. The ſcriptures ſpeak conſtantly 
of the reſurrection of all the ſaints as of a reſurreRion, not to a. 
temporal life on earth, but to an eternal life in heaven. Nor does 
the doctrine agree with the genius of Chriſtiag faith, or with the 
nature of Chriſtian hope ; or with the freedom and temper of ſpirit 
it requires from the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who are taught, not 
to ſet their affections on things on the earth, but on things above, 
where Chriſt letteth at the right hand of Gd. 8 
The prophecy ſeems to ſuppoſe ſuch inhabitants of the earth dur- 
ing the Millenium, as were the inhabitants of the earth, when the 
Beaſt was deſtroyed ; or men in tle uſual ſtate of natural ſucceſſion, 
not perſons raiſed out of their graves, Here is no -intimation that 
all good and faithful Chriſtians are to be ſlain at this time, together 
with the Beaſt and his followers, to make room for Martyrs, and 
perſons who djed ſome hundred of years before, to inhabit the earth 
in their room, Beſides they arc repreſented in this ſtate of Mille: 
pium, as liable to be miſled by the deceitful arts of Satan, and the 
terrors of perſecution ; for which reaſon, the ſafety and ſecurity of 
the Church in this period, 1s repreſented, by laying a reſtraint on 
Satan, that he ſhould not deceive the nations, till the end of a thou- 
ſand years. The inhabitants of the earth are then Tuppoled in the 
prophecy capable of being deceived, and in danger of it, The 
order of the prophecy ſeems to confirm this obſervation ; for when 
the thouſand years are expired, Satan muſt after that be leoſed for 
a little ſeaſon, and he ſhall make ſo bad uſe of that little time, as to 
deceive many, ſo far to deceive them, as to gather a very great num- 
ber of them together, to attack the ſaints and the beloved city. 
Muſt the new enemies of Chriſt and his religion, be ſome of the 
old perlecutors raiſed from the dead: or ſome of the Martyrs, after 
their reſurrection, ſeduced by Satan into his party ? or muſt they be, 
as the prophecy ſeems plainly enough to ſuppole, ſuch a ſucceſſion 
of men as now inhabit the earth? The prophecy places the genera} 
reſurrettion after the expiration of the one thouſand years. 
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It ſhould ſeem then, that a literal and proper reſurreftion of Mar: 
tyrs, to live on the earth one thouſand years before the general reſur- 
rection and judgment, is not a neceſſary ſenſe of this prophecy, nor 
ſo natural and probable a ſenſe as the figurative, The literal ſenſe is 
liable to man dificulties, and hardly reconcileable io other deſcrip- 
tions of the {ame prophecy, and to other paſlages of ſcripture, But 
the figurative interpretation, viz, that this propheey ſhould mean an 
happy ſtate of the Church on earth, will aufwer the whole deſign 
of the prophecy, and appears the more eaſy and probable meanin 
of the words. The Church in peace, free from perſecution, * 
all the deceitful arts of Satan and wicked men, enlarged with the 
converſion of the Jews, and fulneſsvf the Gentiles, ſerving God 
as a kingdom of Peſts, in purity of Chriſtian worſhip, and_enjoy- 
ing all the bleſſings of protection and divine grace, may well be ex- 
preſſed by living and reigning with Chriſt.“ 

Theſe are ſome of the ableſt arguments in favour of a figurative 
conſtruftion, It is difficult to find out exactly to what opinion theſe 
arguments are oppoſed. They are generally oppoſed to a literal Con- 
ſtruction : but it ſeems to be neceſlaty to know what were the opin- 
10ns of thole who conſtrued literally ; for their opinions might be 
erroneous. It ſeems that the foregoing arguments aim at invalidat- 
ing this idea, that the Martyrs and Confeſſors only would riſe and 
reign a thouſand yeers. This opinion being entirely erroneous, we 
need not reſort to a figurative ſenſe to confute it. If this be the 
MR idea which is endeavoured to be deſtroyed, I am perfectly 

atisfied with it: but the manner of getting rid of it, may be erro- 
neous ; and tend to enforce ideas, much more dangerous, than thole 
deſigned to be confuted. | 

If the three verſes on which we are remarking, have reference 
only to the officers of the Millenium kingdom to beings immortal, 
we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe that there will be other perions beſides 
theſe, and in a probationary ſtate ; and this will not militate againſt 
the converſion of the Jews, nor againſt the fulleſt accompliſhment 
of the prophecies, which ſpeak of their converſion : a literal ſenſe 
opens a door for converſion, but a figurative ſenſe ſhuts every door 
againſt it: for all are immediately upon their introduttion into this 
kingdom, bleſſed and holy; and over ſuch the ſecond death has no 
arg: But we find a very preat army deftroyed by fire from 

eaven, and they who hold to a figurative ſenſe, are neceſſitated to 
allow it; that theſe were ſeduced from the number of thoſe, of 
whom it is ſaid, the ſecond death has no power over them. It is 
ſaid, that thoſe contained in the three verſes are capable of bein 
deceived ; and this is a very evident miſtake, it is impoſſible that he 
who is holy and bleſſed and over whom the ſecond death has no 
1 ſhould be obnoxious to deception: many of the obſervations 
In favour of a figurative ſenſe, have no perceivable connection with 
the matter, What arg the difficulties accompanying a literal ſenſe ? 
how does it militate againſt any deſcription of the reſurrection, or 
againſt the genius of Chriſtian faith or hope? we are commanded to 
to ſet our affection on things in heaven, and not on the earth, but 
what is heaven? may there not be a heaven upon earth? If we 
are allowed to make uſe of our reaſoning faculties about revelation, 
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es we do aboyt other ſciences; then we muſt hold, that the figurative 
ſenſe is chargeable with the moſt palpable abſurdity ; it holds, that 
beings incapable of deception are capable of it; that thoſe oyer 
whom the {-cond death has no power, are deſtroyed by fire frem 
heaven, The figurative conſtructors hold that the three verſes include 
all the ſubjetts of the Millenium kingdom: and fo holding, they are 
chargeable with abſurdity and ia tg for the qualities cannot 
belong to mortal probationary beings; or if they do, thele beings 
cannot be deceived, nor be deſtroyed by fire. | 

As to the general reſurtection's being after the thoufand years 
we only obſerve it is in point of order, it is no evidence that it will 
be ſo in point of time, The argument here againſt a literal ſenſe is 
this, if the general reſurrection actually takes place after the thouſand 

ears, as it is evident, that good and bad will all be raiſed at the 
ame time, then all that is ſaid in the three verſes, as to the immedi- 
ate ſubjetts, muſt be figurative: this argument if well founded, un- 
doubtedly deſtroys the literal ſenſe, but what has been obſerved 
already, ſhows that it cannot be; we may argue with as much certainty, 
from the manifeſt ſenſe of thoſe three verſes, about the time of the 
geners' reſurrection, and indeed with much more certainty, than 
from the mere poſition, or order of one text, to the ſenſe of another 
text: if it can be proved, that the general reſurrection will be after 
the thouſand years, I may not conclude from thence, that thoſe 
three verles are to be taken figuratively, for this is a more natural 
conſequence, I do not comprehend the ſenſe of them. | 

The paſſage has ſuggeſted different ideas to different expoſitors 
two methods of conſtruftion have been generally adopted by them; 
how nearly the opinions have been divided, as to the twe {chemes, 
] cannot tell, x 2 | 

Firſt, that there will be a literal' reſurrection of martyrs only, a 
thouſand years before the general reſurreftion ; and the dirett mean- 
ing of the words, the fouls of them &c, is infiſted on. 

Second, that no literal reſurteftion is to be gathered from the 
expreſſions, nothing farther is intended, than 2 great revival of reli- 
gion on earth. 

Third, That the literal meaning of the expreſſions is to be ad- 
hered to, from which it relults, that the ſubjects in thoſe three verſes, 
are all the faithful raiſed from the dead, and are conſtituted officers 
in the Millenium kingdom : and hence it may be inferred, that the 
reſurrection will be general, 

The firſt ſcheme cannot be right, becauſe the text has not reference 
to martyrs enly ; more ſuitable and comprehenſive words could not 
have been choſen, to point out all the faithful ; life, reigning, bleſ- 
ſedneſs, holineſs, not ſubject to the ſecond death, prieſts of Ged, 
aad of Chriſt, are predicated of the ſouls of the beheaded, and of 
every one who did not worſhip the beaſt, &c. Theſe amount to a 
complete uniyeriality, | 

We have already endeavoured to ſhew, that the ſecond ſcheme 
cannot be right; and at preſent we rely op thg progfs exhibited. 

The third ſcheme, I apprehend, is perfectly new: its nayelty 
will, it is to be feared, be an ohjection againſt it. According to 
this ſcheme, the three verles point out to us only the ofhcers of the 
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Millenium kingdom. Who then are to be the ſubje&s and proba- 
tioners ? The conſequence we allow is unavoidable; they are raiſed 
from the grave alſo. Without entering into a minute examination of 
this conſequence at preſent, we will take it for granted to be right, 
in order to compare the ſecond and third ſchemes together, It may 
be obſerved, that many of the obje&ions of thoſe, who have rea- 
ſoned very well againſt a literal reſurre&ion of Martyrs only, do not 
apply at all to this third ſcheme, | 

This third ſcheme anſwers fully to the deſcriptions of the pro- 
phets, as te the converſion of the Jews, and literally to what aul 
ſays of it, What ſhall it be, but, or except life from the dead. It 
anſwers literally to what Peter ſays, Glad tidings have been announ- 
ced for the dead, that they may be judged according to men in the 
fleſh, but live according to God in the [pirit, It anſwers literall 
to the idea of the unbelieving Jews being ſubjects of hope, t ee! 
concluded under ſin, in the time of Paul. It anſwers literally to 
the idea of all the families of the earth, all nations, tongues and 
languages being bleſſed in Abraham. And to the idea that the gof- 
pel fhall be preached to every creature, boxes 

I know not what idea others may form in their own minds of 
the prerogatives of N 7 I can form none higher than thoſe 
preſented to our minds, by the third ſcheme ; wherein is it incon- 
ſrſtent with the genius of Chriſtian faith, or the nature of Chriſtian 
hope P or rather, how apparently is it conſiſtent with, and the 
completion of both. The bible is totally filent about the prerogatives 
of martyrs, and others, until the reſurrection; the genius of faith 
directs to that day, and the nature of hope points to the ſame : this 
ſcheme does not militate againſt the freedom and temper of ſpirit 
required from the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who are taught not to | 
ſet their affections on things on the earth, but on things above, where 
Chriſt fitteth at the right hand of God. The predicates of thoſe 
happy ſubjects, according to the third ſcheme, are not earthly things, 
nor do they require them hy fitting their affection on earthly objects, 
the third ſcheme holds out to our view, the literal accompliſhment 
of the promiſes, to the faithful, under the preſent diſpenlation ; the 
ſecond ſcheme diſcards entirely the literal accompliſhment : the 
apoſtles are to fit on thrones judging the twelve tribes ; and here the 
e wen fitting on thrones are inveſted with judiciary, power. Ac- 
cording to the ſecond ſcheme, this power can only be 2 
in paſling ſentenee of condemnation, on the other, it may as wel 
acquit as condemm: all the Chriſtians under the preſent diſpen- 
ſation, are denominated, by being a holy and royal prieſthood 
according to Peter. And John ſpeaking of the ſame body of 
Chriſtians, ſays, and hath made us unto our God kings and prieſts, 
and we ſhall reign on the earth, according to the ſecond ſcheme, 
this can never be literally true: the more the promiſes made to 
Chriſtians are examined, the more plainly it will appear, that they 
have no completion, till the day of the refurrtRion, 

I cannot fee that the repreſentation of the reſurrection, as viewed 
in the third ſcheme, is inconſiſtent with any other deſcription o 
the reſurreRion in the bible; it is in ſome things more particular 
The deſcriptions, are in the three verſes, confined entirely to thoſe 
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whom Paul mentions, they which are. Chrifts at his coming. All the 
qualities and properties of this glorious and happy company, except 
a definite time of one thouland years, are manifeſtly aſtribed elle- 
where to chriſtians, under the preſent diſpenſation, and this definite 
period of time, proves unanſwerably, that, the life is a reſurrection 
ife ; for the grammatical conſtruction is, every one lived, and every 
6ne reigned a thouland years. I refer the reader not to the tranſla- 
tion, but to the Greek. If by diſagreement, be meant, that John 
has not told us in this paſſage, every thing about the reſurre&ion and 
all that will be raiſed at the fame time, the fact is ſo; but the word 
diſagreement, is improperly uſed ; a partial relation, if true, will not 
difagree with a full relation, So far as it goes, it will agree perfectly, 
and this diſcription of the reſurreftion, ſo far as it goes, agrees with 
other deſcriptions of the reſurrettion, and life conlequent thereon, 
Burt in the figurative ſenſe it agrees not with any thing to be found 
in the bible. The reſurrection here is called the firft, and notwith- 
ſtanding it has not that epithet any where elle, yet it is deducible 
from other paſſages of icripture, that there muſt be a firſt reſurrection 
to happy life. As John gives us only a partial rent ng of the 
reſurrettion, it is in a partial ſenſe called the firſt reſurrection. The 
relurreRion is general; but John is here only deſgyibing a part that 
are the moſt intereſted in it, and the epithet, firſt, is applied only 
to this part, The ſame ide is collected from the words, hath made 
us kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the earth. As a general 
re ſurrection, it is the only one of the kind, and cannot properly be 
called the firſt, but as a reſurrection to eternal life and happineſs, it 
is the firſt, becaule there muſt be a ſecond of the ſame kind. It is 
true that ther will be but one univerſal and general reſurrection of 
the literally dead, but it is rather confirmed by other paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, that there will be, at different times, two reſurrections to eternal 
life and happineſs. As John did no doubt for wiſe reaſons confine 
himſelf to a deſcription of the happy only, it affords a good ground 
for ſuppoſing, that when he mentions the reſt of the dead, he only 
has referrence to thole, who will be intereſted in a ſecond happy 
reſurrection, becauſe he does plainly intimate, that they will live 
again, and as he is only ſpeaking of an happy immortal life, not of 
life in the abſtract; the life they live again, muſt be an happy im- 
mortal life. 

Theſe ideas are all eaſily adjuſted, and harmonize with each other, 
according to the third ſcheme, but according to the ſecond, there 
can be no perceivable meaning in the words, the firſt ręſurrection. It 
is to be the laſt revival of religion on earth. If then the term, re- 
ſurrection, is applicable to it, it ſhould be called the laſt reſuorrection. 
It is ſaid, the prophecy feems to ſuppoſe men in the uſual ſtate of 
natural ſucceſhon, Where are the words that intimate this ? Every 
word ſeems manifeſtly oppoſed to ſuch an idea, It is ſaid, that they 
are repreſented as liable to be miſted by the arts of Satan. I find no 
ſuch repreſentation but directly the reverle, ſo far as reſpetts the par- 
ticular clals deſcribed. There will be others on earth, and they will 
be liable to be deceived. | 

It is a charge againſt John, that he does not deſcribe generally ; 
ſo it is with the deiſts, that the bible dpes not deſcribe every thing, 
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that enters into their own vain imaginations, There is a manifeſt 
force and propriety in all John's expreſſions, How much does he 
deſcribe in a few plain and intelligible words ? But the reſt of the 
dead, not oppoſed to all that ever died literally, oppoſed only to thoſe 
once dead; but now happy immortals; But the reſt of the dead, 
implies not all, that died literally, beſides thoſe before deſcribed ; it 
implies however fully, that thoſe before. deſcribed, had been dead 
literally, they lived not again; that is, an immortal happy life. The 
oppolition is not to exiſtence of any kind, hut of a particular kind. 

The reſt of the dead will therefore make up the ſum total of happy 
Immortals. What are the reſt of the dead ? If all theſe expreſſions 
be taken in a figurative ſenſe ? Can there be any rational meaning 
fixed to them? 1 think not. Having as it appears to me, fully 
eſtabliſhed the ſenſe of the three important verſes, I am unconcerned 
about the conſequences. I know they will lead to many extremely 
unpleaſant, as well as pleaſant ideas ; they will not lead to infidelity, 
but perhaps they may induce an obſervation, I cannot fee as you do. 
I feel all the force of it ; go on ye figurative conſtruttors, preach up 
enigmas, figure and abſurdity ; your time is ſhort, and your field is 
contracted and contracting. Shall he find faith on earth p Yes 4 
genuine phareſaical faith, which would not have believed; though 
the preacher had come from the dead. I am far from Wiſhing to im- 
pole my ideas upon any perſon ; but if I could irritate an examina- 
tion, I believe it would tend not only to mollify the irritation, but 
to elucidate an infinitely importafit ſubjeR, 

The great number of authors that have favoured a figurative con- 
ſtruction, have no great weight in my mind, for this reaſon; when 
one author of conſiderable eminence has advanced a ſentiment, twenty 
others borrow it from him, without giving credit, and without ex- 
amination ; fo that in fact we have but the authority of one man fot 
the ſentiment. This is, I believe, peculiarly applicable to writers 
on prophecy. 

If the great event of a total change of all the inhabitants of the 
earth, by a general reſurre&ion is as near at hand, as I have endea- 
toured to make appear, I cannot find any better and more apt words 
to illuſtrate my ideas of the ſtate of civil and political ſociety, from 
this time to that event, than thole of the apoſtle Paul, 2. Tim. 3. 1. 
This know alſo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come; for 
ten ſhall be lovers of their ownſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, firce, 
deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers 
of pleaſure more than lovers of God; having a form of godlineſs but 
denying the power thereof ;—from ſuch turn away. | 

I have remarked before, that the Papal power has not been guilty 
of apoſtacy: it adheres to the inſpiration of the ſcriptures, and to 
many of the eſſential doctrines of the goſpel; and it is not to be 
queſtioned, but many Roman Catholics have lived and died fincere 
Chriſtians, The Mahometans are not apoſtatess Mahomet himſelf 
was a Pagan; the Arabians were gentite idolaters ; the great body 
of Mahometans have not, been guilty of apoſtacy; they only ex- 
changed Gentiliſm for Mahometaniſm, which made no real change 
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of character, and therefore we find that they are called Gentiles 
Rev. 11. 2. for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the holy city 
ſhall they tread under foot forty-two months, h 
If neither the Papal power, nor the Mahometan power, have been 
guilty of apoſtacy ; what power is it, that Paul deſcribes 2. Thefl, 2, 
Now I beſeech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and by our gathering together unto, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in 
mind, or troubled, &c, as that the day of Chriſt is at hand, For 
thar day ſhall} not come, except there come a falling away (or an 
2poſtacy) firſt, and that man of ſin be revealed, the ſon of perdi- 
tion: who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worſhipped. For the miſtery of iniquity doth al- 
ready work; only he who now letteth, will let, until he be taken 
out of the way; and then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord ſhall conſume with the {pirit of his mouth, and {ſhall deſtroy 
with the brightnels of bis coming; even him whole coming is after 
the working of Satan with all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, 
and with all decerveablenels of unrighteouinels in them that periſh, 
becauſe they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
ſa ved; and for this caule God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion; that 
they ſhould believe a lye, that they all might be damned who be- 
lived not the truth, but had pleaſure in unnghteoulnels. _ 

I need ſcarcely remark here, that this coming is extremely dif- 
ferent from Chriſt's coming inviſibly by gracious influences; the 
day of coming is not to be till ſometime after the exiſtence of a very 
wicked power, which 1f it has made his appearance at all, is but very 
lately, and many of the ſoregoing characteriſtics apply naturally and 
una voidably to a power that has lately began to exiſt, If the comin 
of Chriit intended no mote than a revival of 1eligion, by the invifible 
operations of the holy Spirit, why ſhould the Theſſalonians be in 
great trouble and anxiety about it? Paul ſays, when he was yet with 
them, he told them theſe things. It ſeems eyidently that their 
anxious minds were troubled from a milconception of the time, 
which they apprehended to be then near at hand. To allay their 
anxiety, he does not tell them how long it will be to that coming, 
but he gives them and us through them, who are more immediately 
intereſted in it, the character of a ceitain power that muſt precede 
that coming; till which power appears, there is no occaſion tobe 
anxious about it, becauſe the awful deſtruftion which will take place 
at the time of that coming, will not be before ſuch a remarkable power 
riſes up. | | | | X 

If Paul who appears not to have been a man of weak nerves, or 
of a melancholy diſpoſition, could not refrain from weeping when 
he informed the Philippians of the certain deſtruction that awaited 
the enemies of the crois of Chriſt ; it is not imprebable that a like 
circumſtance might have taken place when he was with the Thella- 
lonians, and addreſſed them perionally oa an event, the moſt tragic 
and awful that ever did, or will happen. It is evident that he did 
addreis them in ſuch a manner, as to make a deep and laſting im- 
pre ſſion on their minds; and ſo as to make them extiemely concerned 
about the event, they not knowing but it might hoppen in their day. 
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If the French Republic be in fett the man of fin (and I think wg 
may not decide poſitively that it 1s not) it will indeced be a terrible 
Republic, and I wiſh ſincerely that we may uſe that kind of lan- 
guage towards her, which Solomon ſays has a tendency to turn away 
wrath ; for if we ſhould be drawn 1nto a war with her, there 1s rea- 
ſon to fear that we ſhould become a part of the man of fin, Ye men 
of God, ye reverend Clergy, cry aloud and ſpare not. Vice like an 
impetuous irrefiſtable torrent, rolls on with an accelerated geometrical 
progreſſion. Recent experience will ſuggeſt the moſt powerful argu- 
ments, to avoid WAR, the enemy of morals and the moſt bitter 
ſcourge of the human race. Contraſt the preſent morals of the Uni- 
ted States, with what they were thirty years ago ; the contraſt pre- 
ſents an image, that is ſufficient to make the whole head ſick, and 
the whole heart faint, And has not war produced this alarming 
change. What then would be the effects of another war P If this 
proſtration of morals, and deſtruction of the fences of virtue be not 
the moſt painful conſideration, let me appeal to ſelf-intereſt, Have 
ye forgot your ſufferings in the late war ? Is your proſpeft any bet- 
ter in caſe of another war ? Will the ſame, or will any foreign ave- 
nues be open, through which we may obtain articles of the moſt in- 
diſpenſible neceſſity ? If we are ſhut out of every foreign country, 
our internal reſources will ſoon be dried up, and if there ſhould not 
be a renewal of paper money, and tender laws, fimilar effects muſt 
be produced in {ome other way. Will you not then be tempted to 
curſe God and die ? If you ſhould not be, it 1s not een but 
the people might be tempted to curſe you, and let you die. The 
profeſſors of the Chriſtian religion will retire into private corners, 
unable to reſiſt the deadly and inexorable adverſary, who as God fit- 
teth in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God, who has 
already turned an accuſer, and charged the chiſtian religion with be- 
ing the cauſe of all the wickedneſs and bloodſhed that has been in 
the world for about 1700 years, The plea of innocency, in the 
mouth of the weak, will be conſidered as an incurable obſtinate fa. 
naticiſm, improper to be indulged with the enjoywent of any civil 
rights. How inconiiderable will be the number that will find con- 
{olation under ſuch accumulated misfortunes? Yet there will be ſome 
who will join with the prophet, and ſay, although the fig tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut 
off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls; yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord; who will hide me in the hollow of his hand, 
till the trouble be overpaſt, Weeping may endure for the night, 


put Joy ſhall come in the morning. 
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of character, and therefore we find that they are called Gentiles 
Rev. 11. 2. for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the holy city 
ſhall they tread under foot forty-two months, | 
If neither the Papal power, nor the Mahometan power, have been 
guilty of apoſtacy ; what power is it, that Paul deſcribes 2. Thefl, 2, 
Now I beleech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and by our gathering together unto, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in 
mind, or troubled, &c, as that the day of Chriſt is at hand, For 
thar day ſhal} not come, except there come a falling away (or an 
2poſtacy) firſt, and that man of ſin be revealed, the ſon of perdi- 
tion: who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worſhipped, For the miſtery of iniquity doth al- 
ready work; only he who now letteth, will let, until he be taken 
out of the way; and then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy 
with the brightnels of his coming; even him whole coming is after 
the working of Satan with all power, and figns, and lying wonders, 
and with all deceiveableneſs of unrighteouinels in them that periſh, 
becauſe they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved ; and for this caule God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion; that 
they ſhould believe a lye, that they all might be damned who be- 
lived not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſnels. _ 

I need ſcarcely remark here, that this coming is extremely dif— 
ferent from Chriſt's coming inviſibly by gracious influences; the 
day of coming is not to be till ſometime after the exi{tence of a very 
wicked power, which if it has made his appearance at all, is but very 
lately, and many of the ſoregoing characteriſtics apply naturally and 
una voidably to a power that has lately began to exiſt, If the comin; 
of Chriit intended no more than a revival of 1eligion, by the invifible 
operations of the holy Spirit, why ſhould the Theſſalonians be in 
great troucle and anxiety about it? Paul ſays, when he was yet with 
them, he told them theſe things. It ſeems eyidently that their. 
anxious minds were troubled from a milconception of the time, 
which they apprehended to be then near at hand, To allay their 
 _ anxiety, he does not tell them how long it will be to that coming, 

but he gives them and us through them, who are more immediately 
intereſted in it, the character of a certain power that muſt precede 
that coming; till which power appears, there is no occaſion to be 
anxious about it, becauſe the awful deſtruction which will take place 
at the time of that coming, will pot be before ſuch a remarkable power 
riſes up, | SIA 

If Paul who appears not to have been a man of weak nerves, or 
of a melancholy diſpoſition, could not refraip from weeping when 
he informed the Philippians of the certain deſtruftion that awaited 
the enemies of the crois of Chrift ; it is not improbable that a like 
circumſtance might have taken place when he was with the Thella- 
lonians, and addreſſed them perionally on an event, the moſt tragic 
and awful that ever did, or will happen. It is evident that he did 
addreſs them in fuch a manner, as to make a deep and laſting im- 

reſlion on their minds; and lo as to make them extremely concerned 
about the cvent, they not knowing but it might 2 in their day. 
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If the French Republic be in fe& the man of fin (and I think wg 
may not decide poſitively that it is not) it will indeced be a terrible 
Republic, and I wiſh fincerely that we may uſe that kind of lan- 
guage towards her, which Solomon ſays has a tendency to turn away 
wrath ; for if we ſhould be drawn into a war with her, there is rea- 
ſon to fear that we ſhould become a part of the man of fin, Ye men 
of God, ye reverend Clergy, cry aloud and ſpare not. Vice like an 
impetuous irreſiſtable torrent, rolls on with an accelerated geometrical 
progreſſion. Recent experience will ſuggeſt the moſt powerful argu- 
ments, to avoid WAR, the enemy of morals and the moſt bitter 
ſcourge of the human race. Contraſt the preſent morals of the Uni- 
ted States, with what they were thirty years ago; the contraſt pre- 
ſents an image, that is ſufficient to make the whole head ſick, and 
the whole heart faint, And has not war produced this alarming 
change. What then would be the effects of another war P If this 
proſtration of morals, and deſtruttion of the fences of virtue be not 
the moſt painful conſideration, let me appeal to ſelf-intereſt, Have 
ye forgot your ſufferings in the late war ? Is your proſpeft any bet- 
ter in caſe of another war ? Will the ſame, or will any foreign ave- 
nues be open, through which we may obtain articles of the moſt in- 
diſpenſible neceſſity ? If we are ſhut out of every foreign country, 
our internal reſources will ſoon be dried up, and if there ſhould not 
be a renewal of paper money, and tender laws, ſimilar effects muſt 
be produced in {ome other way. Will you not then be tempted to 
curſe God and die? If you ſhould not be, it is not improbable but 
the people might be tempted to curſe you, and let you die, The 

rofeſſors of the Chriſtian religion will retire into private corners, 
unable to refiſt the deadly and inexorable adveriary, who as God fit- 
teth in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God, who has 
already turned an accuſer, and charged the chiſtian religion with be- 
ing the cauſe of all the wickedneſs and bloodſhed that has been in 
the world for about 1700 years. The plea of innocency, in the 
mouth of the weak, will be conſidered as an incurable obſtinate fa. 
naticiſm, improper to be indulged with the enjoywent of any civil 
rights. How inconſiderable will be the number that will find con- 
ſolation under ſuch accumulated misfortunes ? Yet there will be ſome 
who will join with the prophet, and ſay, although the fig tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut 
off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls ; yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord ; who will hide me in the hollow of his hand, 
till the trouble be overpaſt. Weeping may endure for the night, 
put Joy ſhall come in the morning.” 


FINIS. 


— 
Aa 


